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1. Name of Property
historic name

Maquoketa Commercial Historic District
other names/site number N/A
Name of Multiple Property Listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

2. Location
street & number not for publication
Main St between Quarry & Maple Sts, including Platt & Pleasant Sts one block east & west of Main St |:|
city or town vicinity
y Maquoketa []
State .
lowa county Jackson zip code 52060

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

I hereby certify that this __X_nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part
60.

In my opinion, the property _X meets ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered

significant at the following level(s) of significance: ___ national ___ statewide X _local
Applicable National Register Criteria: _X A __ B __C __ D
Signature of certifying official/Title: Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer Date

State Historical Society of lowa

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property ___ meets ___ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official Date

Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby certify that this property is:

___entered in the National Register __determined eligible for the National Register
__determined not eligible for the National Register ___removed from the National Register

___other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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Jackson, lowa

County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.)

X | private building(s)
public - Local X | district
public - State site
public - Federal structure

object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing  Noncontributing

41 14 buildings
site
structure
object

41 14 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register: 10

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

COMMERCE/TRADE/Business

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

COMMERCE/TRADE/Business

COMMERCE/TRADE/Professional

COMMERCE/TRADE/Professional

COMMERCE/TRADE/Financial

COMMERCE/TRADE/Financial

COMMERCE/TRADE/Specialty Store

COMMERCE/TRADE/Specialty Store

COMMERCE/TRADE/Department Store

COMMERCE/TRADE/Restaurant

COMMERCE/TRADE/Restaurant

GOVERNMENT/Post office

SOCIAL/Meeting Hall

DOMESTIC/Hotel

GOVERNMENT/Post office

DOMESTIC/Multiple dwelling

DOMESTIC/Hotel

DOMESTIC/Multiple dwelling

RECREATION AND CULTURE/Auditorium

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/Storage

HEALTHCARE/Medical business/office

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE VICTORIAN/Italianate

LATE VICTORIAN/Queen Anne

LATE VICTORIAN/Romanesque

LATE 19™ & EARLY 20™ CENTURY
REVIVALS/Classical Revival

LATE19TH & EARLY 20™ Century
Revivals/Commercial Style

MODERN MOVEMENT/Moderne

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation: STONE/Limestone

walls: BRICK

STUCCO

TERRA COTTA

roof: ASPHALT

other:

Narrative Description
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Summary Parag raph (Briefly describe the current, general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of
construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.)

The Maquoketa Commerci al Hi storic District (the
Street between Quarry Street on the north and Maple Street on the south. There are also buildings on Platt
Street and Pleasant Street one block east and west of Main Street. The extant buildings were constructed
from the 1850s to the 1990s. Most were constructed before 1900. The contributing buildings types are
predominately commercial buildings, except for one governmental building. The buildings materials are
mostly common brick with metal and glass storefronts from various eras of the districtb s hi st or y .
storefronts were altered in the mid-twentieth century or after. The building styles are mostly vernacular, with a
mix of late nineteenth and early twentieth century building styles such as Italianate, Queen Anne and
Classical Revival. The district retains good historic integrity. The district has some gaps due to fires and
demolitions. There are 55 buildings in the district with 41 contributing buildings and 14 noncontributing
buildings.

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe contributing and
noncontributing resources if applicable.)

(lowa SHPO Additional Instructions: After the main Narrative Description, discuss any physical alterations since the period of significance under
the subheading Alterations, and the seven aspects of integrity as it applies to the resource in a Statement of Integrity with each aspect discussed in
its own paragraph.)

The Maquoketa Commercial Historic district is located in the center of the City of Maquoketa in Jackson
County, lowa (Figure 1). Maquoketa is located in the center of Jackson County in the northeast portion of the
State of lowa. The buildings within the district are situated primarily along the north-south Main Street, which
developed as the main commercial street between Quarry Street on the north and Maple Street on the south.
To a lesser degree, commercial development extended along Platt and Pleasant streets one block east and
west of Main Street. However, the majority of commercial development was on Main Street. Unlike many
small towns in lowa, the commercial business district in Magquoketa did not develop around and adjacent to a
railroad or the county courthouse. The commercial business district developed along Main Street, which was
established as the postal road between Davenport and Dubuque in 1840. Main Street later became US
Highway 61, spurring further commercial development on Main Street in the early to mid-twentieth century.

A series of fires throughout its history also impacted the development of the district. The first big fire occurred:
in 1875, destroying several buildings on the west side of Main Street between Platt and Pleasant. This fire
resulted in the construction of the Centennial Block and the adjacent buildings (Map Nos. 18 1 23). The
second large fire occurred in 1915 destroying several buildings on the south portion of the east half of Main
Street between Platt and Pleasant. This led to the construction of the Merrerro Building (Map No. 28) and
107-109 S. Main (Map No. 31). The most recent fire occurred on January 19, 2008, destroying the south of
half of Main Street between Platt and Pleasant on the east side of the street. The 2008 fire resulted in
demolitions of all of the affected buildings so that there are now vacant lots on the east side of Main Street
south of the Main Street Plaza (Map No. 25) and north of E. Pleasant Street. This area is now a green space
used for community gatherings and events. The only other area in the district with plantings and landscapes
is the area around the US Post Office (Map No. 61), where there is grass, trees, shrubs and foundation
plantings and the area around Maquoketa State Bank (Map No. 60), where there are shrubs and foundation
plantings. There are also annuals planted in limestone and concrete planters throughout the district.

There are two other areas of large vacant lots in the district. The first are vacant lots between the Lyon Block
(Map No. 54) and the Decker Hotel (Map No. 58). These lots are currently used for automobile sales. There
are also vacant lots used for parking between Map No. 3 and Map No. 6. There are few alleys in the district
except for a narrow alley between Map No. 42 and Map No. 47.
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The earliest extant buildings date from 1850s. All of the earliest extant buildings were constructed of brick
masonry. The vast majority of the buildings date from the 1870s to 1920. The most recent buildings date from
the 1990s. Allofthedi st ri ct 6s buil dings are of mas bonse gn the souts
side of the district, a remnant of the residential neighborhood that once made up the south portion of the
district.

The extant buildings are largely constructed of local red brick, with some of the facades faced with harder-
fired face pressed bricks and glazed brick. Some of the facades have terra cotta cladding. Decorative
elements that are original or within the period of significance include: pressed tin cornices, cast iron
storefronts, structural glass panels, cast stone and hood molds, stone hood molds and lintels, and terra cotta
molding. The building types in the district are predominated by commercial buildings that housed a variety of
specialty stores, financial institutions, health care, and professional offices in the mid-19th century to current
times. There is only one public building, the US Post Office, in the district.
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Maquoketa Commercial Historic District
Vicinity Map

= = District Boundary

0 6,000
I 1 Feet

Figure 1. Maquoketa Historic District Vicinity Map.
Image Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGrid,
IGN and the GIS User Community
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The upper floors of most of the buildings housed offices and social halls for various fraternal organizations
and other social activities through the years. Most of the buildings were constructed by local contractors
without the benefit of hired architects.

There are ten (10) properties in the district that are individually listed on the National Register of Historic
Places. They are:

Hurst Hotel, 227 S. Main (Map No.5);

CM Sanborn Building, 203 S. Main (Map No. 11);

Will Cundill Block, 200 S. Main (Map No. 12);

First National Bank, 120 S. Main (Map No. 24);

Merrerro Building, 111-115 S. Main (Map No. 28);

New Era (Dobson) Building, 115-117 E. Plat (Map No. 45);
I.0.0.F Building, 105 N. Main (Map No. 48);

The Lyon Block, 112-115 N. Main (Map No. 54);

The Decker Hotel, 128 N. Main (Map No. 58) and,
Mitchell-Maskrey Mill, 120 E. Pleasant (Map No. 64).

In 2015, business owners on Main Street began rehabilitation of some buildings on Main Street that had
previous facade alterations. The sheet metal siding that covered 128-130 S. Main (Map No. 20), 126 S. Main
(Map No. 21) and 124 S. Main (Map No. 22) were removed and the facades were rehabilitated, therefore
making them contributing buildings in a historic district.

In 2016, the City of Maquoketa completed an extensive upgrade of its streets and streetscape in the entire
district. The $3.7 million reconstruction project included new water and sewer mains, storm sewers and
concrete paving and concrete sidewalks. The streetscape improvements included new metal benches fixed
to the concrete sidewalks, limestone planters at the intersections with built-in stone benches, brick pavers
between the sidewalks and street curbing and new period appropriate streetlights.

Figure 2 is a map of the Magquoketa Commercial Historic District showing the location of the extant buildings
by their current address and their evaluation as either contributing or non-contributing to the district. The
district contains 55 buildings total, 41 of which are contributing buildings and 14 of which are non-contributing
buildings. The majority of buildings within the district are commercial in historic function, but the district does
include one public building: the current US Post Office. The buildings are primarily two and three stories in
height and consist of single, double and triple store unit commercial buildings. There is one instance where
four historic buildings have been combined into one functional building: the current Maquoketa Art
Experience, located in the buildings at 128-130 S. Main (Map No. 20), 126 S. Main (Map No. 21) and 124 S.
Main (Map No. 22) and 122 S. Main (Map No. 23). The side walls on the first floors of these buildings were
removed over a period of years in the 1970s and 1980s creating one large space at the street level. The
upper floors remain largely intact.
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Maquoketa Commercial Historic District
Contributing Resources
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Figure 2. Maquoketa Commercial Historic District Map
Image Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGrid,
IGN and the GIS User Community
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COUNTING SYSTEM FOR BUILDINGS

The counting system for buildings within the district is based on the original configuration of each building and
their separation from adjacent buildings by structural walls and not by internal store unit divisions (see Figure
2). Therefore, a block building constructed as a separate and distinct building from adjacent buildings but
having any number of internal store unit divisions, is counted as only one building even though it might have
two or more storefront units.

PROPERTY TYPES

The Maguoketa Commercial Historic District retains sufficient integrity and by reflecting the settlement and
development of the town of Maquoketa.' The district speci fically reflects how
commercial development was affected by the railroad and later the automobile as well as how the town
responded to several devastating fires and other disasters in the late 19th and 20th centuries. Additionally, the
district reflects the importance of Maquoketa as an agricultural center during the period of significance.

Property Type |I: First Generation and Settlement Period (18561 1870) i Three Story Masonry:

Map Property Historic Name Construction | Architectural NHRP Status

No Address Date Style

26 117 S. Main Sears Block 1856 No style Contributing

32 108 S. Main Sentinel 1856 No style Contributing
Building

33 106 S. Main Young Block 1857 No style Contributing

Property Type ll: Second Generation (1871171 1922)i Two Story Masonry:

Map Property Historic Name Construction | Architectural NHRP Status

No Address Date Style

5 227 S. Main Hotel Hurst 1897 Second Empire | Individually
Listed/Contributing

10 206 S. Main Ellis Block 1896 Classical Contributing

Revival

12 202 S. Main Cundill Block 1882 Italianate Individually
Listed/Contributing

13 201 S. Main None C1870 Italianate Contributing

15 144 S. Main Exchange Block | 1872 ltalianate Contributing

16 140 S. Main Exchange Block | 1872 Italianate Contributing

17 138 S. Main Shaw Building C1890 Queen Anne Contributing

17a 136 S. Main Gallagher C1890 Queen Anne Contributing

Building

18 134 S. Main None C1880 Italianate Contributing

19 132 S. Main None C1880 Italianate Contributing

20 128-130 S. Centennial 1876 Italianate Contributing

! Though not being nominated underthe| owa 6s Mai n Str eet CMRBneinoimatibn oAprapérty t e c t

types within that document was utilized to help analyze the resources in this district and categorize them into Property
Types.
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Main Block
21 126 S. Main None C1876 ltalianate Contributing
22 124 S. Main None C1876 ltalianate Contributing
23 122 S. Main None C1876 Italianate Contributing
28 111-115 S. Merrerro 1918 Classical Individually
Main Building Revival Listed/Contributing
30 110 S. Main Taubman Block | 1919 Classical Contributing
Revival
31 107-109 S. None C1920 Commercial Contributing
Main Style
38 116 W. Platt None 1951 Commercial Contributing
Style
39 114 W. Platt None C1880 Italianate Contributing
40 112 W. Platt None C 1930 Commercial Contributing
Style
42 110 E. Platt None 1895 Italianate Contributing
43 111 E. Platt None C1870 Italianate Noncontributing
44 113 E. Platt None C1870 Italianate Contributing
45 115-117 E. Platt | New Era C1882 ltalianate Individually
(Dobson) Listed/Contributing
Building
47 101 N. Main Mitchell Building | 1880 Italianate Contributing
49 107 N. Main None 1880 ltalianate Contributing
51 109 N. Main None 1880 ltalianate Contributing
52 111 N. Main None 1880 Italianate Contributing
53 113 N. Main None 1880 Italianate Contributing
54 112-116 N. Lyon Block 1900 Romanesque Individually
Main Listed/Contributing
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Property Type lll: Second Generation (18711 1922) i Three Story Masonry:

Map Property Historic Name Construction | Architectural NHRP Status

No Address Date Style

11 203 S. Main C.M. Sanborn 1896 Queen Anne Individually
Building Listed/Contributing

48 105 N. Main Oddfellows Hall | 1880 Italianate Individually

Listed/Contributing
58 128 N. Main Decker Hotel 1880 ltalianate Individually
Listed/Contributing

Property Type IV: Special Buildings:

Map Property Historic Name Construction | Architectural NHRP Status

No Address Date Style

1 240 S. Main None 1929 Commercial Contributing

24 120 S. Main First National 1920 Classical Individually
Bank Revival Listed/Contributing

37 100 S. Main American 1921 Classical Contributing
Savings Bank Revival

62 301 N. Main Standard 1940 Art Moderne Contributing
Service Station

64 120 E. Pleasant | Mitchell- 1886 Italianate Individually
Maskrey Mill Listed/Contributing

Property Type V: Remodeled Buildings and Later Additions i One Story Masonry:

Map Property Historic Name Construction | Architectural NHRP Status

No Address Date Style

4 229 S. Main None 1923 Craftsman Contributing

6 220 S. Main Fareway 1963 Mid-Century Contributing
Grocery Store Modern

50 108 N. Main The Shopper 1929 Commercial Contributing
Building Style
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Property Type VI: Remodeled Buildings and Later Additions i Two Story Masonry:

Map Property Historic Name Construction | Architectural NHRP Status

No Address Date Style

2 239 S. Main 1% Church of 1925 Classical Contributing
Christ Scientist Revival

7 213-215 S. None C1910 No style Noncontributing

Main

9 207 S. Main Voy Theater C1890 No style Noncontributing

29 114 S. Main None C1870 No style Noncontributing

34 105 S. Main Merchants 1874 ltalianate Contributing
Block

35 103 S. Main Merchants 1874 Italianate Contributing
Block

36 101 S. Main Merchants 1874 Italianate Contributing
Block

41 111 W. Platt None 1874 ltalianate Contributing

46 100 N. Main Jackson State 1870 No Style Contributing
Savings Bank

55 117 N. Main None 1942 Commercial Contributing

Style

56 119 N. Main None 1900 None Noncontributing

57 123 N. Main None 1946 None Noncontributing

59 129 N. Main Sears Roebuck | 1890 Mid-Century Noncontributing
Building Modern

60 203 N. Main Maquoketa 1963 Mid-Century Noncontributing
State Bank Modern/Moder
Building n

61 208 N. Main US Post Office 1925 Classical Contributing

Revival

Property Type VII: Remodeled Buildings and Later Additions i Two Story Frame:

Map Property Historic Name Construction | Architectural NHRP Status

No Address Date Style

3 236 S. Main None C1890 Queen Anne Noncontributing

Property Type VIII: Modern Infill:

Map Property Historic Name Construction | Architectural NHRP Status

No Address Date Style

8 208 S. Main None 1976 Mid-Century Noncontributing
Modern

14 146 S. Main None 1971 Mid-Century Noncontributing
Modern

25 119 S. Main None 1993 Modern Noncontributing

27 120.5 S. Main None C1990 Modern Noncontributing

63 118 E. Pleasant | None 1974 None Noncontributing
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INTEGRITY OF THE MAQUOKETA COMMERCIAL HISTORIC DISTRICT
The Maquoketa Commercial Historic District retains all seven aspects of integrity.

Location
The districtods exi st locatpnswiees thaywereliilt.tar e all in the

Design

Overall, the district retains a moderate level of integrity in its design. While many changes have been made to
the buildings within the district, the overall exterior forms and design elements of most of the buildings dating
to the period of significance remain intact. Many of the storefront changes were done in the mid-twentieth
century, incorporating storefront designs and materials that were common in that period, so those changes
have gained historic significance in their own right. The most serious losses have been significant fires that
have led to the loss of buildings on the east side of Main Street north of Pleasant Street. Also, many of the
buildings in the district originally had balconies on their facades off the second floors with doors leading to the
balconies. There is only one building with remnants of its original balcony: 114 W. Platt (Map No. 39).
Despite these significant losses and some later additions, however, the district retains its general layout and a
remarkable degree of integrity in the exteriors of its most prominent buildings.

Setting
The area surrounding the district remains much as it was during the period of significance. Main Street was

once US Highway 61. Planning for the four lane highway bypass began in the late 1960s. As planning
progressed and work began, many of the businesses on Main Street planned to move to the west side of town

to be closer to the highway automobile traffic when the Highway 61 bypass opened in 1967. Though there

was disinvestment in the Main Street commercial area, property owners continued to keep most of the
buildings in good repair. The buildings of the district are still primarily commercial. Surrounding the district are
neighborhoods mostly of single-family homes that were built for the residents of the community that supported

the commercial district. A large proportion of the buildings in these areas date to the districtbs peri od
significance.

Materials

The districtés contributing buildings retain remarKk:
roofline elements. There have been some buildings that have been refaced with stucco and storefronts have

been altered. But in many cases, those changes have acquired historic significance in their own right. Many

original window openings have been reduced in size and original wood windows have overwhelmingly been

lost.

Workmanship
The districtds workmanshi p i s eanorsthe conwitiutng buitdings.nMabhyloe ma

the buildings in the district have cornices consisting of corbelled brick.

Feeling
The district retains its feeling of a historic commercial area. Despite the various alterations and additions

made over time throughout the district, much remains to evoke the feeling of a late 19" to mid-20" century
commercial district.

Association
The district retains its association with the historic commercial developments that occurred in both Maquoketa
and inthe United Stat e s . Buildings from al/|l eras of Maquoket ad
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facades and storefronts tell the story of the changes in business practices throughout the history of the

district.

INDIVIDUAL BUILDING DESCRIPTIONS

Resource Number: 1

Historic Name: None

Street Address: 240 S MAIN ST

Date of Construction: 1929

NRHP Status: Contributing Building
Architect/Builder: Unknown

Building Description: This one story building
was originally constructed as a filling station. It
has a concrete foundation, load bearing brick
masonry walls and a flat roof. The brick is
tapestry brick. The front overhang with brick
pillars is original and emblematic of the filling
station building type. Windows have been altered
and openings in the north bay have been closed
in, but overall the building retains its form as a
filling station.

Building History

This building was constructed in 1929 as a filling
station. By the 1950s, it was the location of the
Russell Brothers grocery store. Its current use is
an office.

e

No. 1: East and South Facades ca 1940. Image Credit:
Jackson County Historical Society Historic Postcard and
Photograph Collection.
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Resource Number: 2

Historic Name: 1% Church of Christ Scientist
Street Address: 239 S MAIN ST

Date of Construction: 1925

NRHP Status: Contributing
Architect/Builder: Unknown

Building Description: This two-story brick
building was original constructed as the
Christian Science Church. Its main entrance is
on Main Street. The Main Street facade has a
classical revival temple front with fluted

columns and lonic capitals. The heads over - \
the openings have arched tops. There are = |

triple arched openings on the north and south ! . b e
No. 2: West Fagade August 2017. Image Credit:

Heritage Works, Inc.

facades, as well as double hung windows
flanking the arched openings. The building
was substantially altered when it was rehabbed
into apartments. The cornice above the main
entrance was removed and the flat roof was
converted to a hip roof circa 1940s. The
original doors were replaced. Window
openings have been reduced in size and
original windows removed.

Building History:

In 1925, the First Church of Christ Scientist
constructed their new church after years of S
fundraising. The Co_ngregatlon closed in the No. 2: West Fa(;adé and South elevation ca 1935. Image
late 1990s. The building was converted to Credit: Jackson County Historical Society Historic
apartments in the early 2000s. Postcard and Photograph Collection.

“ (,é,,) > = i e - e A
No. 2: West Facade ca 19405 Image Credit: Jackson
County Historical Society Historic Postcard and
Photograph Collection.
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